Somatostatin: One of the Rare Multifunctional Inhibitors of Mammalian Species.
This review article has for major main objectives to give an overlook of the major physiological effects of somatostatin on different organs. It will cover first the general aspect of the hormone, its cDNA and its protein maturation process, as well as its characterization in various organs. This aspect will be followed by the factors involved in the control of its secretion, its intracellular mode of action, and its general action on physiological processes. Secondly, the review will focus on the pancreas, looking at its in vivo and in vitro actions with special attention on its effects on normal pancreas growth and pancreatic tumors.